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Josephine Chang i‘%ﬂﬁﬂ‘

You probably wonder why in the world I, at my age, am still tak-
ing piano lessons and pursuing another Master’s degree.

I came from a musical family where four generations of members
had either majored in music or had gone through some musical training
(instruments include singing, piano, organ, violin, viola, cello, harp, gui-
tar, flute, clarinet, accordion, and percussion). My mom was a piano pro-
fessor and music department chairperson while we were in Taiwan; she
has taught in many famous schools, and had many private students. You
could say my first musical training was in my mom's womb. Because of
her we were all forced to play piano at a very young age. Later, I chose
violin. I attended a famous music school, Kuang Ren, all through Junior
High until I came to the States when I was in 9th grade. I continued
studying violin (with an USC Violin Professor, Miss Alice Schoenfeld)
until graduating from High School. Up to this point, my total formal
piano training was about one semester. I continued playing piano on my
own on a daily basis, and church life in America provided opportunities
for me to "play" and improvise on piano and have fun.

I majored in Foods & Nutrition in college because I wanted to be a
Dietitian; I pursued and obtained an MBA degree because I was working
in the banking industry, and I wanted to be a Banker. I was a Banker for
eight years. Not until years later my mom joined efforts with TTS foun-
ders to start the music program. I circled back to music and started my
second round of formal piano training with Dr. Melody Kuo, my mom’s
former student at elementary school. Now it has been two years since I
started studying with her. Melody's interpretation of music and expres-
sion on piano is most impressive. Her continuous motivation, encourage-
ment, and challenge pushed me to elevate my threshold and beyond. I'm
forever grateful to her not only for her efforts in piano teaching (as a great
musician), but more so for her exemplary Christian life.

Piano playing has been a big part of my life. Although my life
with formal piano training hasn't been long, I probably have spent more
hours than many people in exploring with piano playing and improvisa-
tion (in addition to the printed notes). Other than piano, I also enjoy
playing violin, singing, composing & arranging, writing, and collecting
coins and stamps. After graduation, I'd like to spend time helping Chi-
nese churches establishing their music ministries/programs, to praise
God, and give honor and glory to God through music.

Soli Deo Gloria!
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The disciple Peter proclaimed to Jesus that he has left all that he has and
followed Him (Mt 19:27). Yet after the resurrection, Jesus questioned
Peter three times, “Simon, son of John, do you truly love me more than
these?” “Yes Lord,” Simon responded, “You know that I love you” (John
21:15). Leaving behind all he had and following his Lord for those three
and a half years was evidence that his love for God was genuine. But
then why did Peter deny Jesus three times before the cock crowed? After
the crucifixion, Peter led the other disciples to go fishing again. And when
Mary Magdalene first reported Jesus’ resurrection, why did Peter and the
rest of the disciples disbelieve?

Later on in his life, we find this same disciple exhorting, “But grow in the
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Pet
3:18). Through the personal experiences this disciple had with Christ, he
was able to know God more deeply through the understanding and ex-
periencing of the abundant grace of the Lord. This true knowledge of God
prevents us from confusion and wrongdoing since God does not produce in
us failures. Therefore, Jesus says to his disciple, “Simon, Simon, Satan
has asked to sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that
your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your
brothers” (Luke. 22:31-32).

When I started my studies at TTS, I had two physical weaknesses. First,
I had very bad neck pains that intensified upon sitting for long periods of
time. Second, I also had problems with my left eye retina that prevented
me from reading for extended periods. But praise God, due to His mer-
cies, I not only finished my master’s program but also found that my neck
and eye conditions have improved over this time. This is all a part of my
experience of walking with God everyday.

God built up TTS Himself. Regardless of the environment, TTS’ vision
remains the same, which is that students would gain the true knowledge
of God and experience His grace in this seminary.
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Two years ago, I enrolled in the Truth Theological Seminary by chance.
Never did I fathom that it would be the beginning of not only endless
homework assignments and increased stress on a daily basis, but also a
joyous, fulfilling journey as a student. I am grateful for the teachers who
helped me tremendously to improve my services at church. Thank you,
all the music teachers for working with the inconvenience of having an

old student and constantly encouraging me, helping me to experience the
fun in learning once again. Two years of school; countless memories.

May God bless all of you.

Prayer Items {#gE17f

e Dr. Chi-Chong Chang and family in time of special need.

e  Summer classes.
e Fall classes begin on September 5. 9 5
e New budget year begins in July. 7

e New graduates and their ministries. £/ % HIpy[Fpugi% o



The graduates /3 % :
Master of Arts in Biblical
Studies ?:»?E‘/@F/j (;‘;E/{“_:ﬁﬂ%)
L Frank Hsu 4.

Jack Chen [f{iid.=

Master of Church Music
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Testimonies of the graduates can be Josephine Chang g;%ET:JIjL
found beginning on page 3.
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Alice Kao F,’ﬁ?ﬁ%‘f‘%}

More Prayer Items RI % faggif

¢  Doctor of Ministry classes on September 11-22, for new students.
f""f(’ﬁﬁ'jli PrplSFvEA > 95112211 -

¢ Decisions and plans made by the Board of Directors in April. The
next meeting will be in October.

B 7 AR I (S ECERIRH] - B 107 -
e Application for satellite classrooms in various locations, and issu-

ance of student visa. Hlﬁ%& T [Fdi*’i MERFE - I IS EE o

e Various functions cooperating with churches and organizations.
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